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The	PROMINENCE	of	the	EASTERN	LEG©1	

by	Phillip	Goodman	

	

THE	“IRON-LEGGED”	KINGDOM	OF	DANIEL	CHAPTER	2	

The	prophet	Daniel	writes	of,	

“a	single	great	statue…its	appearance	was	awesome…its	legs	of	iron	[will	be]	a	fourth	kingdom	as	

strong	as	iron…”	Daniel	2:31-33,	40	

The	two	“legs	of	iron”	have	center-stage	importance	in	both	fulfilled	and	future	prophecy.	

English	archaeologist	and	classical	historicist	Warrick	Ball,	in	his	well	researched	and	scholarly	book,	

ROME	IN	THE	EAST	(2016),	writes,	

From	its	inception	in	27	BC	to	its	final	collapse	in	May	1453,	Rome	was	the	longest-lived	empire	

in	history,	with	164	emperors	(including	sole	empresses)	from	Augustus	to	Constantine...In	

short,	it	was	the	world's	most	successful	empire...2

This	is	a	description	of	the	perfect	and	powerful	fulfillment	of	Rome’s	“iron-legged”	Empire,	without	

reference	to	Biblical	prophecy,	but	rather	from	a	secular	history	account.	

248	AD:	ROME’S	AMAZING	MILLENNIUM	

Ball	continues,	

In	the	year	AD	248,	the	city	and	people	of	Rome	held	one	of	the	greatest	triumphs	in	their	

history.	They	celebrated	the	millennium	of	the	traditional	foundation	of	Rome	by	Romulus	and	

Remus.	A	thousand	years	from	the	birth	of	a	small	village	to	the	center	of	the	greatest	empire	

the	world	had	seen.	

Rome	and	the	Caesars	could	well	be	doubly	triumphant,	and	games,	feasts	and	gifts	were	

disbursed	by	a	munificent	emperor	on	a	lavish	scale.		
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But	the	Roman	emperor	who	presided	over	this	greatest	and	most	Roman	of	all	triumphs	was	

not	from	Rome	himself,	nor	from	anywhere	in	Europe.	He	was	from	the	East;	the	Emperor	Philip	

the	Arab.3	

Certainly	a	thousand-year	Reich	is	reason	enough	for	the	event	to	be	remarkable,	but	what	made	

it	even	more	so	was	that	the	Roman	emperor	who	presided	over	and	presented	the	games,	as	

the	ultimate	Roman	and	embodiment	of	Roman	Civilization,	was	an	Arab,	the	son	of	a	shaikh	

from	the	Syrian	desert.4	

The	story	of	Rome	is	a	story	of	the	East	as	well	as	the	West…5	

The	PROMINENCE	of	Daniel	2’s	EASTERN-LEG	

Then,	Ball	summarizes	the	“profound”	history	of	the	Eastern	Roman	Empire,	what	the	prophet	Daniel	

undoubtedly	depicted	as	the	‘Eastern	Leg’	in	the	vision	of	the	great	statue.	

Most	of	all,	in	order	to	understand	Rome	and	appreciate	it	fully,	it	is	necessary	to	see	it	in	all	of	

its	breadth	and	richness,	not	just	as	a	‘European’	or	‘Western’	civilization.		

Of	the	1,480	years	of	the	Roman	Empire's	existence,	approximately	half	of	that	time	was	spent	in	

the	Near	East…The	influence	of	Rome	on	the	East	for	those	seven	centuries	was	profound,	and	it	

would	be	a	mistake	of	first	order	to	underestimate	that	influence.		

...But	more	profound	was	the	influence	of	the	East	upon	Rome.	The	process	was	invariably	a	two-

way	one,	with	ultimately	the	eastern	element	predominating...	This	legacy	is	as	much	eastern	as	

western,	as	much	oriental	as	occidental,	both	to	Europe	and	the	world	as	a	whole.6	

The	EURO-CENTRIC	VIEW—HISTORICALLY	INCORRECT	

One	Website,	writing	in	a	popular	prophecy	magazine,	says	this…	

“Another	idea	...	is	that	the	Roman	Empire	had	both	“Western”	and	“Eastern”	components,	and	

therefore	the	Antichrist	could	come	from	the	Eastern	wing	which	incorporates	territory	that	is	

controlled	today	by	Muslims.	

While	this	was	true	in	the	later	stages	of	the	Empire,	it	was	not	true	at	the	time	of	the	

destruction	of	Jerusalem	in	70	AD.		
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The	emergence	of	the	“Eastern”	leg	of	the	Roman	Empire	took	place	long	after	the	destruction	

of	the	city	and	temple	[in	70	AD].”7	

That	is	a	common	yet	glaring	blunder,	both	prophetically	and	historically.	Rome	was	an	East-West	

Empire	long	before	it	officially	enacted	for	administrative	purposes	its	East-West	division	in	286	AD.	

Rome	gained	its	Eastern-leg	when	it	established	the	province	of	Pergamon	in	Asia	Minor	in	133	BC.	This	

is	200	years	before	the	70	AD	date	mentioned	above!		

The	Eastern-leg,	which	began	in	133	BC,	was	already	in	place	when	the	“formal	beginning	of	the	Roman	

Empire”	occurred	102	years	later	in	31	BC.	By	that	time	Rome	had	extended	its	Eastern-leg	all	the	way	to	

the	Euphrates,	and	later	into	Assyria.		

From	the	above	website-quote,	we	will	use	the	70	AD	date	as	our	‘Benchmark’	(explained	below)	for	our	

dating	of	the	history—and	thus	the	accuracy	of	the	prophetic	fulfillment—of	Daniel’s	Eastern	Leg.	The	

70	AD	date	is	based	on	the	following	passage,	

“the	people	of	the	prince	who	is	to	come	will	destroy	the	city	and	the	sanctuary”	(Daniel	9:26)	

The	term	“Antichrist”	can	be	correctly	inserted	for	“the	prince”.	The	“city	and	the	sanctuary”	refer	to	

Jerusalem	and	its	Temple	which	were	destroyed	by	the	Romans	in	70	AD.	The	question	which	arises	out	

of	this	passage	is	this—	Who	are	“the	people	of	the	prince	(Antichrist)”?	The	correct	identity	of	those	

“people”	would	reveal	the	ethnic-racial	roots,	and	perhaps	even	the	nationality,	of	the	future	Antichrist	

IF	no	other	passage	of	Scripture	is	violated.	

Let’s	examine	the	reasoning	of	the	above	quote,	for	it	is	simple	and	straightforward.	It	goes	like	this,	

Since	there	was	no	Eastern	Leg	in	70	AD,		

then	we	must	read	it	as,	

“the	EUROPEAN	people	of	the	Antichrist	who	is	to	come”	

The	Antichrist,	then,	must	be	at	least	European,	probably	Italian	(even	more	specifically	from	Rome-

city).	This	view	is	what	I	call	the	“Euro-centric”	view.	8	

We	will	show	that…	

1.	Rome’s	Eastern	Leg	was	in	place	for	at	least	2	centuries	BEFORE	70	AD;		

Therefore,	we	would	read	Daniel	9:26	as…	
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	 “the	ROMAN	people	of	the	Antichrist	who	is	to	come”	(Daniel	9:26,	paraphrased)	

Also,	we	will	show—as	Daniel’s	Statue	shows—that…	

2.	The	Eastern	Leg	was	in	place	when	the	“iron”	Empire	first	appeared,	

3.	The	Eastern	Leg	was	PROMINENT	in	fulfilled	Prophecy	BEFORE	70	AD,	

4.	The	Eastern	Leg	will	be	PROMINENT	in	Future	Prophecy.	

THE	RISE	OF	THE	EASTERN	LEG	BEFORE	70	AD	

It	is	essential	to	recognize	a	long-acknowledged	fact	of	history:	The	East-West	division	of	historical	

geography,	which	runs	along	the	lines	of	the	global	eastern	hemisphere	(in	our	case,	Asia	and	the	

Middle	East)	and	the	global	western	hemisphere	(for	us,	Europe).	The	two	greatest	empires	in	history,	

the	Greeks	and	the	Romans,	were	the	first	two	empires	of	ancient	history	to	span	both	east	and	west.	

The	GREEK	“EAST-WEST”	EMPIRE	

The	ultimate	result	of	Alexander's	conquests	was	the	fusion	of	East	and	West.9		

The	ROMAN	“EAST-WEST”	EMPIRE10	

Rome	had	acquired	an	empire	in	the	East	as	well	as	in	the	West.	The	Mediterranean	had	become	

a	“Roman	lake.”11	

The	story	of	Rome	is	a	story	of	the	East	as	well	as	the	West…12	

THE	TIMELINE-HISTORY	OF	THE	EASTERN	LEG	OF	THE	ROMAN	EMPIRE	

190		BC		

…in	190	Roman	soldiers	for	the	first	time	set	foot	in	Asia...the	Seleucid	army	was	routed.	Rome	

had	arrived	in	Asia.13	

146	BC	

…the	Romans	conquered	Greece...By	146	B.C.	[came	the]	annexation	of	Greece	and	the	

imposition	of	direct	Roman	imperial	rule.14	

(This	was	the	Roman	conquest	of	the	first	Greek	“Horn”	of	Daniel	8)	

133	BC—200	Years	Before	70	AD	
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In	133	BC,	the	ruler	of	Pergamum,	a	country	in	Asia	Minor,	left	his	territory	to	Rome	upon	his	

death.	Almost	casually,	Rome	had	acquired	an	empire	in	the	East	as	well	as	in	the	West.15	

133	BC,	MORE—Spain	and	Asia	Minor	added	AT	THE	SAME	TIME	to	the	Roman	Empire,	

The	same	year	that	marked	the	complete	establishment	of	Roman	rule	in	Spain	saw	Rome	gain	

her	first	possessions	[Pergamon]	at	the	opposite	end	of	the	Mediterranean.16		

(If	Spain	was	part	of	the	Roman	Empire-West,	then	so	too	must	Pergamon	be	part	of	the	Roman	

Empire-East.	Furthermore,	the	Roman	Eastern	Leg	was	officially	added	(133	BC)	175	years	

BEFORE	Britain	(43	AD).	Was	Britain	part	of	the	Western	Leg?	So	too,	then,	was	Asia	Minor	part	

of	the	Eastern	Leg	BEGINNING	in	133	BC—203	years	BEFORE	our	‘Benchmark’	date	of	70	AD.)	

(This	was	the	Roman	conquest	of	the	second	Greek	“Horn”	of	Daniel	8)	

64	BC	

Pompey's	arrival	in	Antioch	in	the	summer	of	64	BC	marked	the	end	of	one	empire	[SELEUCID]	

and	the	beginning	of	another	[ROMAN]…	With	its	end,	the	Romans	became	the	heirs	of	

Alexander.17	

(This	was	the	Roman	conquest	of	the	third	Greek	“Horn”	of	Daniel	8)	

31	BC—ultimate	conquest	of	the	Greek	Empire	(succession	of	the	“iron	legs”	to	the	“bronze	thighs”)	

[Egypt]	was	crushed	by	Augustus	at	the	battle	of	Actium	in	31	B.C.,	after	which	Egypt	became	a	

Roman	province.18	

(This	was	the	Roman	conquest	of	the	fourth	Greek	“Horn”	of	Daniel	8—and	thus	the	FINAL	

CONQUEST	of	the	Greek	Empire	and	the	introduction	into	history,	and	prophetic	fulfillment,	of	

ROME’S	“IRON-LEGGED	Empire.)	

31	BC—the	“IRON-LEGS”	EMPIRE	ARRIVES	

The	Battle	of	Actium	in	31	BC	resulted	in	...	Augustus,	becoming	sole	ruler.	This	marked	the	

formal	beginning	of	the	Roman	Empire…19		

The	AMAZING	ACCURACY	of	the	DANIEL	2	STATUE	IN	HISTORY	AND	PROPHECY	

	 1.	When	the	Roman	Empire	succeeded	Greece,	it	had	already	possessed	an			
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										Eastern	Leg	for	102	years;	

	 2.	and	it	became	the	“Iron”	Empire	in	that	Very	Same	Year	(31	BC)!	

WAS	THERE	AN	EASTERN-LEG	IN		70	AD?	

The	Cilician	province	of	Paul’s	Roman	citizenship	and	the	Syria-Palestine	(Israel)	province	were	added	in	

63	BC,	58	years	before	Christ	was	born	in	that	EASTERN	LEG	of	the	Roman	Empire.	Did	the	Eastern-leg	

predate	our	‘Benchmark’	date	of	70	AD?	By	quiet	a	stretch—202	years—from	the	133	BC	date	of	Rome’s	

first	official	province	in	Asia!	

THE	PROMINENCE	OF	THE	EASTERN	LEG	BEFORE	70	AD	

SUMMER,	64	BC	

The…Seleucid	Empire	became	the	Roman	province	of	Syria	overnight.	

…arguably	the	greatest	single	territorial	acquisition	in	Rome’s	history…	

With	its	end,	the	Romans	became	the	heirs	of	Alexander…	

…acquiring	an	eastern	empire.20	

SECOND	CENTURY	BC--197-63	BC	(over	2	Centuries	before	70	AD)	

...how	entwined	Rome	and	the	East	were	from	the	very	beginning	of	Rome's	imperial	

expansion.21	

In	the	century	and	a	half	between	197	and	63	B.C.,	the	Romans	made	themselves	master	of	the	

entire	eastern	Mediterranean.22	

	The	acquisition	of	the	eastern	provinces	in	the	first	centuries	BC	and	AD		

led	directly	to	the	rise	of	Rome	and	of	Roman	greatness…		

The	East	was	the	real	heart	of	the	Roman	Empire.		

Small	wonder	that	Rome	itself	moved	to	the	East.23	

BY	167	BC	ROME	WAS	“FLEXING”	IT’S	FUTURE	EASTERN	LEG	



	 7 

In	the	first	decades	of	the	second	century	B.C.,	the	Romans	decisively	defeated	the	major	

Hellenistic	kingdoms	of	Greece	and	Asia	Minor,	and	by	167	B.C.,	Rome	was	mistress	of	the	

eastern	Mediterranean.24	

...the	East	dominated	Rome	from	the	beginning	of	its	imperial	expansion...the	East	transformed	

Rome...The	story	of	Rome	is	a	story	of	a	fascination	for	the	East...that	amounted	to	an	

obsession.25	

…the	legacy	of	Roman	civilization…is	as	much	eastern	as	western,	as	much	oriental	as	

occidental…26	

ROME’S	HISTORICAL	“DNA”	BEARS	WITNESS	TO	THE	PROMINENCE	OF	IT’S	“EASTERN	LEG”	

1.	By	its	material	remains	(ruins),	

…the	Roman	East…has	more	material	remains	than	any	other	part	of	the	empire...27	

2.	By	its	geography,	

..	The	Tigris	[river	was]	Rome's	eastern	frontier	for	much	of	its	history...28	

3.	By	its	reputation,	

The	East	had	come	to	Rome	to	stay,	and	was	to	leave	its	permanent	mark	on	all	of	subsequent	

Roman	history.29	

THE	PROMINENCE	OF	THE	"PEOPLE"	OF	THE	EASTERN	LEG	BEFORE	70	AD	

In	the	early	twentieth	century	TENNEY	FRANK	surveyed	Roman	tombstone	inscriptions,	sarcophagi,	

ancient	census	and	freedman	records,	etc.	After	careful	analysis,	this	remarkable	scholar	tabulated	

Roman	ethnic	and	racial	trends	across	the	span	of	the	Empire—from	the	Atlantic	to	the	Euphrates.30	

He	wrote	...	on	the	demise	of	the	various	ancient	Italian	peoples	that	comprised	the	Roman	

ethnicity	in	Julius	Caesar's	day	[	50	BC	].	...		

that	over	time	changed	the	ethnic	make-up	of	the	Roman	populace	...31	

Franks’	findings	are	revealing,	and	line	up	perfectly	with	the	pre-70	AD	rise	of	the	Eastern	Leg,	and	its	

import	on	the	identity	of	the	ethnic-racial-national	roots	of	“the	people”	of	the	coming	Antichrist.	

264-146	BC—The	“PEOPLE”	215-PLUS	YEARS	BEFORE	70	AD	
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Frank	speaks	of	The	Punic	Wars,		264-146	BC,	(140	years	BEFORE	the	Time	of	Christ)	“when	the	

city	was	still	Italian.	“32		

100-75	BC—The	“PEOPLE”	150-PLUS	YEARS	BEFORE	70	AD	

Tenney	Frank	speaks	of	the	early	first	century	B.C...and	the	replacement	of	native	Italians	“by	

hordes	of	slaves	who	bred	up	a	new	race	of	freedmen	and	consequently	of	citizens.”	33	

Frank	writes	about,		

“...	the	replacement	of	the	original	founding	stock...	by	new	stocks		

...	eastern	races	...	devastated	the	race	which	had	built	the	Republic	...”	[the	Republic	of	

Rome—	50	years	BEFORE	the	Time	of	Christ].34	

27	BC—The	“PEOPLE”	95-PLUS	YEARS	BEFORE	70	AD	

Frank	writes	about,	

	"This	Orientalizing	of	Rome’s	populace	…	the	people	who	built	Rome	[the	republic	600s	

BC	to	27	BC]	had	given	way	to	a	different	race	[by	the	time	of	imperial	Rome	27	BC].”35		

and,	

…the	city	of	Rome,	since,	as	we	have	seen,	the	whole	[racial]	stock	there	had	so	changed	

...36	

54-70	AD—AT	OUR	BENCHMARK	DATE	OF	70	AD	COMES	THE	AUTHORITATIVE	TESTIMONY	OF	

70	AD-ERA	CONTEMPORARIES	THAT	ROMAN	“PEOPLE”	WERE	PREDOMINENTLY	MULTI-RACIAL	

Frank	quoting	Tacitus,	the	reputable	Roman	historian,	and	contemporary	of	the	70	AD	ERA,	

…a	great	many	of	Rome's	senators	and	knights	were	descendants	of	slaves	and…the	

native	stock	had	dwindled	to	surprisingly	small	proportions...	a	very	small	percentage	of	

the	free	plebeians	on	the	streets	of	Rome	could	prove	unmixed	Italian	descent.	By	far	the	

larger	part--perhaps	ninety	per	cent	[90%]--had	Oriental	blood	in	their	veins.37	

Amazingly,	Tenney’s	own	original	research	on	ancient	Roman	inscriptions	confirms	Tacitus’	

“90%”	estimate,	which	clearly	shows	the	races	of	the	EASTERN	LEG	had	blended	into	the	

“people”	of	the	West,	
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Classifying...the	names	of	the...13,900	inscriptions	of	volume	VI	[Corpus	of	Latin	

Inscriptions]...we	find	4485	persons	apparently	born	at	Rome,	[of	which]	3723	(eighty-

three	per	cent	[83%])...represents	foreign	extraction.38	

Seneca,	another	contemporary	of	the	70	AD	ERA,	considered	“Rome’s	leading	intellectual”,	

wrote	the	following,	

Of	this	crowd	[in	the	City	of	Rome]	the	greater	part	have	no	country;	from	their	own	free	

towns	and	colonies,	in	a	word,	from	the	whole	globe,	they	are	congregated.39	

100-200	AD—THE	MULTI-RACIAL	TREND	VERIFIED	IN	THE	IMMEDIATE	POST-70	AD	ROMAN	“PEOPLE”		

“…the	conglomeration	of	Europeans,	Asiatics,	and	Africans	that	filled	the	western	Roman	

Empire	in	the	second	century.”40	

Clearly,	the	“people”	of	the	Roman	Empire	cannot	be	restricted	to	‘Rome-city’	people,	or	only	Italian,	or	

only	European	people,	anymore	than	the	Empire	itself	can	be	restricted	to	a	one-legged	western	

domain.	Just	as	the	Roman	Empire	of	Daniel’s	two-legged	Statue	was	a	two-hemispheric	Empire	

spanning	East	and	West,	so	too	were	its	people	a	blending	of	both	European	and	Asiatic	(even	African)	

ethnicity	and	racial	stock.	And	all	of	this	existed	well	BEFORE	our	benchmark-date	of	70	AD.	

THE	CONFIRMING	RESEARCH	OF	OTHERS	ALSO	SEE	A	MULTI-RACIAL	ROMAN	“PEOPLE”	

From	The	Life	And	Epistles	Of	St.	Paul	we	read,	

“...	the	Romans	had	already	become	Greek	to	some	considerable	extent,	before	they	

were	the	political	masters	of	those	eastern	countries...How	early,	how	widely,	and	how	

permanently	this	Greek	influence	prevailed...”41	

And	we	read	in	William	Graham	Scroggie’s	classic	The	Unfolding	Drama	Of	Redemption,	

“..the	[Roman]	Empire	embraced	all	men...The	intermixture	of	all	races…”42	

The	American	Renaissance	magazine	adds,	

By	the	early	empire	[the	time	approaching	the	birth	of	Jesus],	all	that	was	left	of	the	

original	Roman	stock	were	a	few	patrician	families.43	

The	Oxford	University	Handbook	of	Social	Relations	in	the	Roman	World	agrees,	
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The	Roman	Empire	was	remarkably	multicultural…	encompassing	diverse	peoples	within	

its	political	system	over	a	long	span	of	time.44	

THEREFORE,	BY	70	AD	the	Roman	Empire	“PEOPLE…	

…of	the	prince	who	is	to	come”	(Dan.	9:26)		

MUST	be	seen	as,	

CITY	OF	ROME	PEOPLE	

ITALIAN	PEOPLE	

EUROPEAN	PEOPLE	

better…ROMAN	PEOPLE	

The	“people”	of	the	Antichrist	will	be	ROMAN	people,	related	to	the	deep	Euro-Asiatic	mix	of	those	

ancient	Romans	in	the	first	century	AD.	That	is	quiet	a	wide	mixture	of	eastern	and	western	peoples—

but	then	that	was	the	character	of	the	original	Roman	Empire	populace	as	it	turned	the	millennium	into	

the	first	century—and	onward	to	the	70	AD	“people	of	the	prince	who	is	to	come”	(Daniel	9:26).	

EVEN	THE	EUROPEANS	ARE	NOT	ALL	ITALIC		

We	are	not	talking	about	being	Greek	or	Syrian	rather	than	European.	We	are	talking	about	EUROPE-

Europeans.	Many	Roman-Europeans	were	not	of	original	European-Italian	stock.	Much	of	the	population	

of	Roman-Europe	were	born	as	Anglo-Saxons,	Celts,	Gauls,	Franks,	Iberians,	Germanics,	etc.	

That	a	‘Roman’	was	not	necessarily	an	Italian,	or	even	a	European,	should	not	surprise	us.	Suppose	the	

Daniel	9:26	prophecy	had	said	this,	

The	people	of	the	APOSTLE	who	is	to	come	will	be	the	people	who	take	Jerusalem	in	70	AD.	

Would	Paul	qualify	as	“the	Apostle	to	come”	under	that	statement?	Or	must	“the	Apostle”	be	from	Italy	

or	at	least	Europe?	Remembering	that	the	people	who	took	Jerusalem	in	70	AD	were	“people”	of	the	

Roman	Empire,	how	could	Paul	possibly	qualify	as	“the	Apostle”	in	that	statement?	He	was	a	Jew.	He	

was	born	in	Asia	Minor	(Turkey,	today),	not	Italy	or	Europe.	Until	late	in	his	life	he	had	never	set	foot	on	

European	soil,	and	he	had	certainly	never	been	to	the	City	of	Rome!	He	had	no	Italian	parentage.	
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Yet	Paul,	who	was	not	only	a	Jew,	but	a	“Hebrew	of	Hebrews”,	and	an	“Israelite”,	was	also	a	Roman.	

Here’s	his	own	testimony	below,	showing	the	clear	presence	of	the	Eastern	Leg	in	New	Testament	days.	

THE	EASTERN	LEG	IN	THE	TIME	OF	THE	NEW	TESTAMENT	

1.	PAUL,	born	in	the	EASTERN	LEG,	was	a	ROMAN,		

“And	the	commander	came	and	said	to	him,	"Tell	me,	are	you	a	Roman?"		

And	he	said,	"Yes		

...I	was	actually	born	a	citizen”	[in	Tarsus,	Asia	Minor,	on	border	of	Syria;	(Acts	22:27-28;	

16:37-38;	23:27)	

	“I	am	a	Jew”	(Acts	22:3);	I	too	am	an	Israelite”	(Rom.11:1);	“a	Hebrew	of	Hebrews”	(Phi.	

3:4-5).	[	Paul	was	a	Roman	who	had	never	been	to	Rome—or	even	Italy,	“I	must	also	see	

Rome."	(Acts	19:21)]."		

2.	SILAS,	Paul’s	missionary	companion,	a	Hellenistic	Jew…was	also	a	ROMAN.	(Acts	16:37-38)	

3.	JOSEPH	&	MARY,	were	also	in	the	EASTERN	LEG	of	the	Roman	Empire.	As	residents	of	the	

Eastern	Leg,	they	had	to	obey	the	Roman	Empire	census	registration.		

“Now	it	came	about	in	those	days	that	a	decree	went	out	from	Caesar	Augustus,	that	a	

census	be	taken	…while	Quirinius	was	governor	of	Syria.	And	all	were	proceeding	to	

register	for	the	census…And	Joseph	also	went	up	from	Galilee…”	(Luke	2:1-4)		

The	PROMINENT-DNA	of	the	EASTERN	LEG	and	the	BIBLE	LANDS	

We	spoke	earlier	of	the	Roman	Empire	historical-DNA	in	its	Eastern	Leg.	DNA	‘nails’	one’s	identity.	It	is	

the	same	with	Empires.	Archaeological-historical	rock-hewn	citations	and	time-worn	ruins	are	the	‘DNA’	

of	ancient	empires.	Irrespective	of	some	variance	in	interpretation,	the	fact	of	the	material	presence	of	

these	artifacts	is	irrefutable	evidence	of	their	one-time	presence.	This	is	the	DNA	of	history.	For	

example,	

Though	a	thorough	examination	of	Roman	material	remains	in	the	Middle	East	is	beyond	the	scope	of	

this	study,	a	few	broad-brush	examples	might	be	helpful,45	

CITIES	OF	THE	ROMAN	EMPIRE46		
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1.	Cities	of	the	Roman	Empire—Rome	occupied	many	pre-built,	centuries-old	Middle	East	cities,	

built	some	themselves,	and	raised	up	forts	and	legionnaire	bases	throughout	its	Eastern	Leg.	

2.	Eastern-most	cites—went	the	distance	of	Mesopotamia,	all	the	way	into	Persia.	Rome	

captured	the	Persian	capital	city	of	Ctesiphon	5	times,	took	both	Babylon	and	Seleucia,	and	even	

sacked	Susa,	located	in	modern	day	Iran.	These	possessions	were	temporary,	but	mark	the	

degree	to	which	Rome	extended	its	Eastern	Leg	at	times	in	its	wars	with	the	Persian	Parthians	

and	Sassinads.	

3.	10	Largest	cities—in	order	of	size,	were	Rome,	Alexandria,	Antioch,	Ephesus,	Carthage,	

Constantinople,	Pergamon,	Smyrna,	Jerusalem	and	Leptis	Magna.	Seven	(7)	of	these	ten	cities	

were	in	the	Eastern	Leg.	

RUINS—The	Eastern	Leg	has	many	remains	and	traces	of	theaters	and	amphitheaters,	aqueducts,	

bathhouses	and	gyms,	arches	and	shrines,	cities	and	forts,	roads,	bridges	and	milestones,	etc.	

These	structures,	many	of	them	monumental	in	size,	were	not	built	overnight,	but	are	evidence	

of	the	robust	and	dominant	presence	of	the	Roman	Empire	in	the	Middle	East	for	1600	years.		

ROADS—The	Eastern	Leg	transport	system	was	a	sophisticated	network	of	roads	and	bridges.	A	fourth	

century	road	map	(middle-ages	replica	called	the	Peutinger	Map)	was	their	GPS	system	and	

‘milestones’	were	the	travelers’	checkpoints.	Remarkable!	

WHY	I	EXPECT	TO	SEE	A	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	IN	THE	PROPHETIC	FUTURE	

The	Bible	predicts	a	Revived	Roman	Empire.	The	Statue	of	Daniel	chapter	2	portrays	a	latter	stage,	still	

future,	for	the	Roman	Empire,	and	shows	it	to	be	in	existence	at	the	Return	of	Christ	(the	latter	leg,	or	

feet	stage).	There	are	still	two	legs	(or	feet),	indicating	the	Revived	Roman	Empire	will	also	embrace	

both	East	and	West—thus	we	expect	a	future	Eastern	Leg.	But	prophecy	has	no	fulfillment	value	if	it	is	

not	recognizable.	So	let’s	touch	on	that	issue	first.	

THE	RECOGNIZABLE	FULFILLMENT	OF	A	‘NATION-BASED’	PROPHECY	

Through	the	vision	of	Daniel’s	Statue,	God	declared	“what	would	take	place	in	the	future”.	(Daniel	2:28-

29)	The	prophecy	involved	the	rise	and	fall	of	empires	and	nations.	Like	all	Nation-based	prophecies,	its	

power	among	men	is	dependent	on	their	recognition	of	the	territorial	positioning	of	those	nations.47	

Recognizable	Fulfillment	of	a	Nation-based	prophecy	presupposes—and	requires—a	recognizable	

correlation	to	that	nation’s	historic	geographic	location	and	ethnic	roots.	For	instance,	
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The	prophecy	of	Assyria,	Israel	and	Egypt	in	Isaiah	19.23-25	anticipates	a	fulfillment	centered	in	

the	historic	realms	of	Assyria,	Israel	and	Egypt,	rather	than,	say,	in	Finland,	China	and	Australia.	

We	can	recognize,	and	thus	intelligently	point	our	finger	to	the	spot	on	a	map	where	Assyria,	

Israel	and	Egypt	are	expected	to	be	because	it	is	there	they	have	always	been.	

The	“two	sticks”	of	Ezekiel	37	are	to	be	identified	with	Israel,	North	and	South,	and	that	is	why	

we	were	able	to	recognize	the	1948	return	of	the	Jews	to	be	at	least	a	partial	fulfillment	of	that	

prophecy	when	they	returned	to	the	spot	on	the	map	we	recognize	as	historic	“Israel”.	Like	the	

“two	sticks”,	we	should	also	expect	the	“two	legs”	of	the	Roman	Empire	to	be	revived	in	the	last	

days	in	the	same	basic	area	of	the	original	Roman	Empire.	

We	should	anticipate	in	the	Fulfillment	of	the	Revived	Roman	Empire	a	familiar	correspondence	to	its	

historic	geographic	location	and	ethnic	roots.48	

Prophecy	scholar	John	F.	Walvoord	saw	the	necessity	of	a	‘Recognizable’	Revived	Roman	Empire,	

The	Roman	Empire	…in	which	the	Western	division	became	fully	as	strong	as	the	Eastern,	and	

this	seems	to	be	portrayed	by	the	two	legs...	the	final	stage	will	also	include	on	an	equal	basis	

the	Eastern	and	Western	areas	once	possessed	by	ancient	Rome.49		

	

WHY	I	EXPECT	TO	SEE	A	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	IN	FUTURE	PROPHECY50	

1.	The	Eastern	Leg	outlasted	the	Western	Leg	by	1000	years.51	

2.	The	Eastern	Leg	is	the	Center	of	End	Time	Prophetic	Events.52	

3.	Daniel’s	Statue	is	dominated	by	Eastern	kingdoms.53		

4.	These	Eastern	kingdoms	exists	within	the	Revived	Roman	Empire—at	the	End	Time—	because	

they	are	destroyed	at	the	SAME	time.		(Dan.	2:35-44)54	

5.	Revelation’s	Beast	is	dominated	by	Eastern	kingdoms.55	

6.	Israel,	the	focus	of	Prophecy,	is	in	the	Eastern	Leg.56	

7.	The	“Bible	Lands”	arise	at	the	End	Time—in	the	Eastern	Leg.57	

8.	Babylon,	the	capital	of	the	Antichrist,	is	in	the	Eastern	Leg.58	
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9.	The	Euphrates	River,	center	of	End	Time	demonic	activity,	is	in	the	Eastern	Leg.59	

10.	The	2	Witnesses	come	from	Heaven	into	the	Eastern	Leg.60		

11.	The	Kings	of	the	East	march	into	the	Eastern	Leg.61	

12.	The	Kings	of	the	Earth	march	into	the	Eastern	Leg.62	

13.	The	Antichrist	invades	the	Eastern	Leg.63	

14.	Christ	sets	His	foot	down…	where?...64	

15.	IN	SUMMARY…	

1.	The	“BIBLE	LANDS”	and	End	Time	Events	bottleneck	in	the	Eastern	Leg.	

2.	The	Eastern	Leg	“BIBLE	LANDS”	are	the	Major	Focus	in	BOTH	the	1ST	and	2ND	

COMING	days.	

3.	Since	the	ORIGINAL	Roman	Empire	had	a	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG…	then	we	should	

anticipate	a	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	in	the	REVIVED	Roman	Empire	

4.	If	the	Eastern	Leg	were	REMOVED,	there	would	be	NO	FULFILLMENT	to	Future	

Prophecy…	WHY?	65		

RE-READING	ONE	PASSAGE	IN	LIGHT	OF	A	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	

Two	ways…	

OPTION	1.	Micah	5:5—restricted	&	reduced	by	a	restricted	&	reduced	“Daniel	Statue”,	where	

BOTH	LEGS	are	forced	to	stand	in	EUROPE.	

OPTION	2.	Micah	5:5—when	read	in	light	of	a	PROMINENT	Eastern	Leg,	with	‘ROMAN’	people	

in	view,	and	when	given	a	consistent	LITERAL	reading,	it	sheds	new	light	on	the	roots	

of	the	Antichrist.	

MICAH	5:2-8	(verses	5-8	to	this	day	have	never	been	fulfilled)66	(many	place	v.	5-8	in	an	End	Time	

context)67	

HOW	A	LITERAL	INTERPRETATION	IS	MADE	POSSIBLE	BY	THE	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	OF	ROME	
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“When	the	plain	sense	makes	common	sense,	seek	no	other	sense.”	(The	popular	definition	of	LITERAL	

interpretation.	See	David	Reagan’s	comment.)68	

Two	ways	to	read	this	passage	below…try	both	ways…	

1.	First,	read	the	passage	restricted	to	a	paradigm	of	both	feet	of	the	Statue	planted	in	Europe.	

Note	that	“Assyria”	must	be	circled	and	set	apart	in	some	symbolic	way	from	all	of	the	other	

LITERAL	‘people-places’	(underlined).	

2.	Second,	read	the	passage	with	a	paradigm-shift	of	one	leg	of	the	Statue	planted	in	Europe,	

and	the	other	Leg	planted	in	Asia	(Middle	East).	Assyria	can	now	be	read	LITERALLY,	in	

consistent	fashion	with	the	other	LITERAL	people-places,	and	its	circle	can	be	removed	and	

replaced	by	an	underline	(LITERAL).	

2)	"But	as	for	you,	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,		

Too	little	to	be	among	the	clans	of	Judah,		

From	you	One	will	go	forth	for	Me	to	be	ruler	in	Israel…	

5)	And	this	One	will	be	our	peace.		

	When	the	Assyrian	invades	our	land,	

	When	he	tramples	on	our	citadels…	

6)	And	they	will	shepherd	the	land	of	Assyria	with	the	sword,		

The	land	of	Nimrod	at	its	entrances;		

And	He	will	deliver	us	from	the	Assyrian		

When	he	attacks	our	land		

And	when	he	tramples	our	territory.	

	7)	Then	the	remnant	of	Jacob	…	

	8)	And	the	remnant	of	Jacob	Will	be	among	the	nations…	
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When	the	Eastern	Leg	of	the	Revived	Roman	Empire	is	given	the	credibility	and	prominence	that	both	

prophecy	and	history	give	it,	then	“Assyria”	and	“the	Assyrian”	in	Micah	5	slide	smoothly	into	the	world	

of	LITERAL	interpretation	of	Bible	Prophecy.69	

THAT’S	WHY	I	EXPECT	TO	SEE…	

The	Antichrist	arise…	

	 …in	the	Revived	Roman	Empire	

…from	among	the	Roman	“people”	

	 	 …in	the	Eastern-Leg	

	 	 	 …in	the	“Land	of	the	North”	

	 	 	 	 …which	is	Syria-Iraq	

	 	 	 	 	 …which	is	Biblical	“Assyria”	

Why	“the	Assyrian”	should	be	seen	as	a	literal	term—and	can	be—	with	a	pre-70	AD	EASTERN	LEG…		

1.	“Assyria”	is	used	side-by-side	with	a	literal	“Egypt”	in	Micah	7:12.	

2.	In	Micah	5:2	we	have	the	famous	Messianic	prophecy	about	a	literal	“Bethlehem”.	Three	

verses	later	we	find	mention	of	Assyria	3	times.	One	literal,	the	other	not?	Why?	

3.	In	a	two-verse	span	(5:5-7)	we	see	“Assyria,”	“land	of	Nimrod,”	and	“remnant	of	Jacob”	

interwoven	with	one	another.	The	last	two	are	clearly	literal	terms.	It	is	purely	arbitrary	to	call	

the	thrice-mentioned	“Assyria”	symbolic.		

4.	The	“land	of	Assyria”	is	equated	with	the	“land	of	Nimrod.”	This	could	not	be	plainer	than	

pointing	your	finger	to	a	map	of	Iraq,	which	IS	the	“land	of	Nimrod”—and	Assyria.			

5.	In	view	of	the	above,	Micah	5:5-6	says	Christ	will	deliver	the	remnant	of	Jacob	from	the	

Assyrian,	of	the	land	of	Assyria,	which	is	the	land	of	Nimrod.	CLEAR	LITERALISM.		

The	stretch	that	is	required	to	wrench	the	term	“Assyrian”	into	something	other	than	what	it	says	has	

perplexed	too	many	good	Bible	literalists.		The	term	“Assyrian”	is	literal	and	it	is	future.	The	Assyrian	

invades	Israel	at	the	end	time.	He	attacks	her	cities	and	tramples	her	land.	And	it	is	at	that	climactic	time	
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when	“He	[Christ]	will	deliver	us	[Israel]	from	the	Assyrian.”	(5:6)	When	read	in	this	straightforward	

manner,	the	Assyrian	can	be	none	other	than	the	Antichrist…UNLESS	we	delete	the	EASTERN	LEG.	

Arthur	W.	Pink	in	his	book	The	Antichrist	(“the	classic	work	on	the	end	times”	-Dictionary	of	

Premillennial	Theology	),	writes,	

Micah	terms	him	‘the	Assyrian’	…thus	shall	he	deliver	us	from	‘the	Assyrian’	(5:5-6).	

...it	would	seem	that	the	country	from	which	Antichrist	will	first	be	manifested	is	Syria...This	is	

confirmed	by	the	fact	that	‘the	king	of	Assyria’	in	Isa.	10:12	is	clearly	none	other	than	the	

Antichrist.70		 	 	

ABOUT	ARTHUR	PINK	

“[Arthur]	Pink...wrote	what	is	considered	the	classic	work	on	the	end	times,	The	Antichrist.”	

“This	could	easily	be	called	the	most	complete	work	on	the	subject…	handles	with	exceptional	

merit	all	the	passages	about	the	coming	Man	of	Sin.”	 	

(Dictionary	Of	Premillennial	Theology,	Mal	Couch,		Kregel	Publications,	Grand	Rapids,	MI,	1996,	

p.306.)	

David	Reagan	on	Arthur	Pink	

One	of	the	most	detailed	studies	of	the	Antichrist	ever	written	is	the	book	by	Arthur	W.	Pink	

entitled,	The	Antichrist.	It	is	thoroughly	biblical	and	very	thought	provoking.71	

Henry	M.	Morris	also	speaks	of	the	“Assyrian”	Antichrist,	

...the	Antichrist	is	specifically	called	‘the	Assyrian’	in	a	number	of	passages	(e.g.,	Micah	5:5,	6;	

Isaiah	30:31;	31:8).72	

OTHERS	WHO	AGREE	include,73	

Chuck	Missler	

Clarence	Larkin	

S.	Maxwell	Coder	

Zane	Hodges	
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Grant	Jeffrey	

Joseph	Chambers	

Treasury	Of	Scripture	Knowledge	

Sir	Robert	Anderson	

SOME	WHO	SAY	THE	ANTICHRIST	IS	AT	LEAST	FROM	SYRIA-IRAQ,	i.e.,	the	“king	of	the	North”,	

Dan.	11:40,	while	not	specifically	naming	him	as	“Assyrian”,	include,74	

John	Phillips	

Philip	R.	Newell	

Gleason	Archer		

QUESTION:	

In	light	of	Daniel	9:26—”...the	[Roman]	people	of	the	prince	[Antichrist]	who	is	to	come…”—	Can	an	

Assyrian	Antichrist	be	considered	“of”	the	Roman	people?		

Yes—in	the	same	way	that	the	proto-type	“Antichrist”,	the	Syrian	Antiochus	Epihanes,	is	considered	“of”	

the	Greek	people	in	Daniel	8:22!	

And	the	broken	horn	[Alexander	the	Great	of	the	Greek	Empire]	and	the	four	horns	[4	

Kings,	including	the	King	of	the	Syrian	portion	of	the	Greek	Empire]	that	arose	in	its	

[Alexander’s]	place	represent	four	kingdoms	which	will	arise	from	his	nation	

[Greece]…(emphasis	mine).		

In	view	of	this	quote	from	Daniel	8:22,	if	the	Daniel	9:26	prophecy	had	said,	speaking	of	

Antiochus—"the	[Greek]	people	of	the	prince	[Antiochus]	who	is	to	come”—it	would	have	been	

correct	in	relating	him	to	the	Greek	people	even	though	he	was	the	King	of	Syria!	(a	6th	

generation	Greek-Syrian)		

The	same	holds	true	for	an	Antichrist-King	of	Assyria	and	any	

racial/ethnic/political/cultural/national	relationship	he	may	have	to	the	Revived	Roman	Empire.	

	

THE	ULTIMATE	PROOF:	16	ROMAN	EMPERORS	WHOSE	‘ROOTS’	WERE	OUTSIDE	OF	ITALY…	
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	…OR	EVEN	EUROPE!75	

Seventeen	(17)	Roman	emperors	were	born	and	raised	outside	of	Italy—6	or	them	outside	of	Europe—3	

in	the	Mid-East	EASTERN	LEG!	Elagabalus	was	Emperor	of	the	Empire	as	long	as	a	2-term	U.S.	president;	

Severus	Alexander	presided	over	the	Roman	Empire	longer	than	our	longest-serving	president	(Franklin	

Roosevelt);	BOTH	WERE	SYRIAN!	Philip	the	Arab	was	the	other	middle	eastern	Roman	Emperor.	Do	

these	Mideast	Roman	emperors	qualify	as	“prince”	from	the	Roman	“people”,	as	the	Antichrist	must	be	

(Dan.	9:26)?	Of	course.	The	Roman	Emperor	was	the	embodiment	of	the	ideal	and	ultimate	‘Roman’.76	

THE	ANCIENT	ROMAN	EMPIRE	INCLUDED	ASSYRIA…WHY	NOT	THE	REVIVED	ROMAN	EMPIRE?	

G.	H.	Pember	writes,		

In	the	days	of	Augustus,	[27-14BC]	the	Roman	Empire	extended	from	the	Atlantic	in	the	

West	to	the	Euphrates	in	the	East...	while	the	emperor	Trajan	[98-117	AD]	acquired	the	

vast	tract	of	Dacia,	and	organized	as	provinces	Armenia,	Mesopotamia,	and	Assyria.	In	

the	reign	of	Diocletian	[284-286	AD],	Persia	was	forced	to	a	formal	surrender	of	

Mesopotamia,	together	with	five	provinces	beyond	the	Tigris	[included	Assyria].	Such	

was	the	greatest	extent	of	Rome	in	her	first,	or	iron	development.	In	the	brief	time	of	

her	second,	or	clay-iron	power,	the	prophecy	seems	to	require	that	her	boundaries	

should	be	pushed	still	farther	in	more	than	one	direction.77	

THE	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG—	DESTINED	FOR	A	‘REMAKE’		

TO	BECOME	THE	GLORY	OF	ISRAEL	

Because	of	the	historic	PROMINENT	EASTERN	LEG	and	the	deep	racial	admixture	of	the	ROMAN	

“PEOPLE”	of	the	“prince	who	is	to	come”	(Daniel	9:26),	I	expect	to	see	a	Revived	Roman	Empire	

Antichrist	who,	in	some	sense,	retains	some	combination	of	ethnic,	racial,	or	national	roots	in	Assyria,	in	

the	region	of	modern	day	Syria-Iraq.	The	only	clearly	stated	type	of	the	Antichrist	in	Scripture	was	

Antiochus	Epiphanes78,	a	Syrian-Greek,	king	of	the	Greek-Seleucid	Empire.	In	that	pattern,	the	future	

Antichrist	could	well	be	Assyrian-Roman,	a	case	clearly	supported	by	multiple	Scriptures.79	

Finally,	I	expect	to	see	the	Assyrian	Antichrist	crushed	and	destroyed	along	with	the	age-old	evil	world	

system	that	he	represents	when	Jesus	Christ	Returns	in	“the	Kingdom,	and	the	Power,	and	the	Glory	

Forever”!	Amen,	Thy	Kingdom	Come.	(Matthew	6:9-13)			 Yours	in	Christ,	Phillip	Goodman	
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