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He has  found dispensat ional  ideas  [before  

Darby] ,  but  not  Dispensat ional ism.”

- David  Malc olm Bennet t ,  Aut hor
T h e  O r i g i ns o f Le f t B e h i nd Esc h at o l o g y
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There is perhaps  no part  of  d iv in ity  attended 

with  so  much intr icacy,  and wherein  orthodox 

div ines  so  much differ  as  the stat ing of  the 

prec ise  agreement  and difference between the 

two dispensat ions  of  Moses  and Chr ist .”

- Jonathan Edwards (1703 - 1758 )
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A controversy  among orthodox theologians  

over  d is pens at ional  d is t inc t ions  is  not  

new…But  this  d iscuss ion,  as  i s  often the case,  

has  suffered much for  want  of  def in it ion.”

-Lewis  Sperry  Chafer
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There is  no more pr imary  problem in  the  whole  

matter  of  d ispensat ional ism than that  of  

defin it ion.  By  this  i s  meant  not  s imply  arr iv ing 

at  a  s ingle  sentence def in it ion of  the  word but  

a lso  formulat ing a  def in it ion/descr ipt ion of  

the concept .”

- Char les  Ryr ie
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The div ine  inst i tut ion of  sacr i f ice  was  suitable  

in  the  former  d ispensat ion,  but is  not  s u it able  

now.  For  the change suitable  to  the present  

age has  been enjoined by  God. . .”

-August ine of  Hippo (A.D.  354 -430)
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…He is  the  unchangeable  Creator  of  mutable  

th ings ,  order ing a l l  events  in  His  providence 

unt i l  the  beauty  of  the completed course  of  

t ime,  the  component  parts  of  which  are  the  

dispensat ions  adapted to  each success ive  age.”  

- August ine  of  Hippo (A.D.  354 - 430)
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Blessed are  those servants  whom the master,  

when he comes,  wi l l  f ind  watching.  Assuredly  I  

say  to  you that  he  wi l l  g ird  h imself  and have 

them s i t  down and eat ,  and wi l l  come and 

serve them…Therefore  you a lso  be  ready,  for  

the Son of  Man is  coming at  an  hour  you do not  

expect .”  

- Jesus  (Luke 12 :37 ,40)
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“ Who then is  that  fa i thful  and wise  steward 

[ο ἰκονόμος ] ,  w hom his  mas t er  w i l l  make ruler  

over  h is  household,  to  g ive  them their  port ion 

of  food in  due season?”

- Jesus  (Luke 12 :42)
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οἰκονόμος
• I t  occurs  within  the  context  of  the  

management  of  a  household.

• I t  i s  a  compound of  two nouns  oikos “ home”  

or  “household”  and nomos “law” or  “rule”.

• I t  could  be  l i teral ly  t rans lated as  “ house -

governor”  or  “house -administrator”.
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οἰκονόμος
• The steward was  appointed by  the  master  of  

the  household.

• The steward is  under  the  master  and yet  

over  the household.

• The steward serves  in  a  supervisory  role  as  

appointed by  the master.
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οἰκονόμος
• The steward d ispenses  the  master ’s  goods.

• The steward does  not  g ive  from his  surplus .

• The steward d istr ibutes  to  the  master ’s  

household  only  that  which  has  been 

appointed from the master ’s  possess ions .
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οἰκονόμος
• The stewardship  is  temporary.

• The stewardship  has  a  beginning as  wel l  as  a  

def in ite  end.

• The durat ion of  the  stewardship  is  appointed 

by  the  master.
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οἰκονόμος
• The steward’s  fa i thfulness  must  be  judged.

• The steward wi l l  have to  g ive  an  account  for  

h is  stewardship  to  the  master,  and wi l l  be  

judged accordingly,  based on his  fa i thfulness  

or  lack  thereof.
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οἰκονόμος
• The sett ing for  the  i l lustrat ion involves  a  

trans it ion in  administrat ions .

• Specif ica l ly,  th is  t rans it ion ant ic ipates  the  

coming of  the Lord.

“ Therefore  you a lso  be  ready,  for  the  Son of  

Man is  coming at  an  hour  you do not  expect ” .  

(Luke 12 :40)
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There was  a  certa in  r ich  man who had a  

steward [ο ἰκονόμος ] ,  and an accusat ion was  

brought  to  h im that  th is  man was  wast ing h is  

goods.  So he  cal led  h im and sa id  to  h im,  ‘What  

i s  th is  I  hear  about  you?  Give  an  account  of  

your  stewardship  [ο ἰκονομ ία ] ,  for  you can no 

longer  be steward [ο ἰκονομέω ] .”

- Jesus  (Luke 16 : 1 ,2)
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He who is  fa i thful  in  what  is  least  i s  fa i thful  

a lso  in  much.  Therefore,  i f  you have not  been 

fa i thful  in  the  unr ighteous  mammon,  who wi l l  

commit  to  you the truest  r iches .”

- Jesus  (Luke 16 : 10 - 1 1 )
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Lord,  do You speak th is  parable  only  to  us ,  or  

to  a l l  people?”  

- Peter  (Luke 12 :41)
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Who then is  that  fa i thful  and wise  steward 

[ο ἰκονόμος ] ,  whom his  master  wi l l  make ruler  

over  h is  household,  to  g ive  them their  port ion 

of  food in  due season?  Blessed is  that  servant  

whom his  master  wi l l  f ind  so  doing when he 

comes.  Truly  I  say  to  you that  he  wi l l  make him 

ruler  over  a l l  that  he  has”  

- Jesus  (Luke 12 :42 -44)
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Wel l  done,  good servant  because you were 

fa i thful  in  a  very  l i t t le ,  have author ity  over  ten 

c it ies .”  

- Jesus  (Luke 19 : 17)
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And thou shalt  be  removed from thy  stewardship  

[τῆς ο ἰκονομ ίας ] ,  and from thy  place.  And i t  

shal l  come to  pass  in  that  day,  that  I  wi l l  ca l l  my 

servant  E l iak im the son of  Chelc ias :  and I  wi l l  

put  on h im thy  robe,  and I  wi l l  grant  h im thy  

crown with  power,  and I  wi l l  g ive  thy  

stewardship  [τὴν ο ἰκονομ ίαν ] int o  h is  hands.”  

- Yahweh ( Isa iah  22 : 19 - 21)
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For  th is  reason I ,  Paul ,  the  pr isoner  of  Chr ist  

Jesus  for  you Gent i les — i f  indeed you have heard 

of  the  d ispensat ion [τὴν ο ἰκονομ ίαν ]  of  the  

grace of  God which was  given to  me for  you… 

which in  other  ages  was  not  made known to  the  

sons  of  men,  as  i t  has  now been revealed by  the 

Spir i t  t o  His  holy  apos t les  and prophet s .”  

- Paul  (Ephes ians  3 : 1 - 5)
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To me,  who am less  than the least  of  a l l  the  

sa ints ,  th is  grace  was  g iven,  that  I  should  preach 

among the Gent i les  the  unsearchable  r iches  of  

Christ ,  and to  make a l l  see  what  is  the  fe l lowship  

[ἡ ο ἰκονομ ία ]  of  the  mystery,  which  from the 

beginning of  the ages  has  been hidden in  God 

who created a l l  th ings  through Jesus  Chr ist .”  

- Paul  (Ephes ians  3 :8 - 1 1 )
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For  i f  I  preach the gospel ,  I  have nothing to  

boast  of,  for  necess i ty  i s  la id  upon me;  yes ,  

woe is  me i f  I  do  not  preach the gospel !  For  i f  

I  do  this  wi l l ingly,  I  have a  reward;  but  i f  

against  my wi l l ,  I  have been entrusted with  a  

stewardship  [ο ἰκονομ ίαν ]”

- Paul  ( 1  Cor inthians  9 : 16 - 17)
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I  became a  minister,  according to  the  

stewardship  [τὴν ο ἰκονομ ίαν ]  from God which 

was given to  me for  you,  to  fu lf i l l  the  word of  

God,  the  mystery  which  has  been hidden from 

ages  and from generat ions ,  but  now has  been 

revealed to  His  sa ints .  To  them God wi l led  to  

make known what  are  the r iches  of  the glory  of  

t h is  mys t ery  among t he  Gent i les .”

-Paul  ( 1  Cor inthians  9 : 16 - 17)
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Now to Him who is  able  to establ ish  you 

according to  my gospel  and the preaching of  

Jesus  Chr ist ,  according to  the  revelat ion of  the  

mystery  kept  secret  s ince  the world  began but  

now made manifest ,  and by  the  prophet ic  

Scr iptures  made known to  a l l  nat ions ,  

according to  the  commandment  of  the  

ever last ing God.”

- Paul  (Romans  16 :25 - 26)
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T he day  [ is  coming]  when God wi l l  judge 

the secrets  of  men by  Jesus  Chr ist ,  

according to  my gospel .”

- Paul  (Romans  2 : 16)
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Who then is  Paul ,  and who is  Apol los ,  but  

ministers  through whom you bel ieved,  as  the  Lord 

gave to  each one?  I  p lanted,  Apol los  watered,  but  

God gave the increase.  So then neither  he  who 

plants  i s  anything,  nor  he  who waters ,  but  God 

who gives  the  increase.  Now he who plants  and 

he who waters  are  one,  and each one wi l l  receive  

his  own reward according to  h is  own labor.”

- Paul  ( 1  Cor inthians  3 :5 - 8)
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For  we are  God’s  fe l low workers ;  you are  God’s  

f ie ld ,  you are  God’s  bui ld ing.  According to  the  

grace of  God which was  given to  me,  as  a  wise  

master  bui lder  I  have la id  the  foundat ion,  and 

another  bui lds  on i t .  But  let  each one take 

heed how he bui lds  on i t .”

- Paul  ( 1  Cor inthians  3 :9 - 10)



C O N N E C T I N G  D I S P E N S A T I O N A L  T H O U G H T

F R O M T H E N E W T E S T A M E N T T O D A R B Y

For  no other  foundat ion can anyone lay  than 

that  which is  la id ,  which is  Jesus  Chr ist .  Now i f  

anyone bui lds  on th is  foundat ion with  gold,  

s i lver,  prec ious  stones ,  wood,  hay,  s traw,  each 

one’s  work  wi l l  become c lear ;  for  the  Day  wi l l  

declare  i t ,  because i t  wi l l  be  revealed by  f i re ;  

and the f i re  wi l l  test  each one’s  work,  of  what  

s ort  i t  i s .”

-Paul  ( 1  Cor inthians  3 : 1 1 - 13)
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There is perhaps  no part  of  d iv in ity  attended with  

so  much intr icacy,  and wherein  orthodox div ines  so  

much differ  as  the stat ing of  the prec ise  

agreement  and difference between the two 

dispensat ions  of  Moses  and Chr ist .”

- Jonathan Edwards (1703 - 1758 )
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The div ine  inst i tut ion of  sacr i f ice  was  

suitable  in  the  former  d ispensat ion,  but is  

not  suitable  now.”

- August ine  of  Hippo (A.D.  354 - 430)
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The div ine  inst i tut ion of  sacr i f ice  was  

suitable  in  the  former  d ispensat ion,  but is  

not  suitable  now.”

- August ine  of  Hippo (A.D.  354 - 430)
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